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CONFIDENTIAL BERN 05 1 1 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR GW 

SUBJ: NEW GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO PRAGUE 

REF: BONN 1799 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN BERN, AMB 
JUERGEN DIESEL WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO PRAGUE IN THE VERY 
NEAR FUTURE. HE WILL BE REPLACED IN BERN BY THE CURRENT 
GERMAN AMB IN THE EC IN BRUSSELS. 

2. DIESEL, WHOSE GRANDFATHER WAS 'THE" DIESEL OF ENGINE 
FAME, IS A 50 YEAR OLD BRIGHT AND PERSONABLE MAN WHO 
SPEAKS GOOD ENGLISH. BEFORE COMING TO BERN HE DEALT WITH 
EAST EUROPEAN MATTERS IN THE FOREIGN OFICE, BONN. HE ALSO 
HAS LATIN AMERICAN AND WASHINGTON EXPERIENCE. ALTHOUGH A 
CAREER DIPLOMAT, HE HAS SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL CONNECTIONS 
WITH THE PRESENT GOVERNING COALITION IN BONN, AND SOME OF 
HIS CAREER COLLEAGUES HAVE RESENTED HIS RAPID RISE. HE 

HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL TO MEMBERS OF 
EMBASSY BERN AND APPEARS WELL DISPOSED TO THE U S. (FYI 
ONLY: WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAD HOPED TO BE ASSIGNED TO 
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ATHENS, AND WAS NOT ALTOGETHER HAPPY THAT ASSIGNMENT 
FELL THROUGH IN FAVOR OF PRAGUE. END FYI). DAVIS 
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